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16 May 2017

SVEPM Conference 2018, Tallinn, Estonia: March 21-23, 2018
Dear Colleagues,
It was a great pleasure to meet so many of you at this year’s annual meeting in Inverness. The local
organisers certainly made everyone feel welcome and entertained, and we had plenty of opportunities
for great scientific and social interactions.
I am now pleased to invite you to Tallinn, Estonia, to attend the next SVEPM conference to be held
from the 21st until the 23rd of March 2018. It is the first time SVEPM will be held in the Baltic countries,
an important step for our Society. The conference is kindly being organised by Dr. Arvo Viltrop and his
team from the Estonian University of Life Sciences, Tartu, Estonia. The conference will be held at Sokos
Hotel Viru Conference Center, a professional, modern and comfortable all-in-one conference facility
with on-site accommodation for all conference delegates. The venue is located in the heart of the
capital and close to the beautiful Old Town. Tallinn is the largest city in Estonia with close to 450,000
inhabitants, and it is located on the northern coast of the country 80 km south of Helsinki, on the shore
of the Gulf of Finland. The conference venue is easily reached by bus or taxi from the nearby Tallinn
International Airport, which offers direct flight connections from many European cities. More
information about the conference is available at: svepm2018.org and registration to participate in the
conference will open in October 2017.
Until then, we encourage you to contribute to the success of the conference by submitting abstracts of
your excellent work for presentation. Abstracts are welcome on all topics of veterinary epidemiology
and preventive medicine, and we would like to see more abstracts being submitted on aquatic
epidemiology, field study-based epidemiology and socioeconomic methods applied to animal health.
We will again use our online abstract submission system. Please read and use the guidance for
submissions attached to this mailing. You can also find this information on the Society’s website
(www.svepm.org.uk). The online submission facilities will remain open until the end of August 31st
2017. This deadline is fixed and late submissions will not be accepted.
After the deadline, the abstracts will be scored by Committee members after removing the authors’
identification and affiliations. Please ensure the Interpretative Summary is informative and clearly
highlights the impact or applications of the presented work. Also ensure that your main abstract
provides sufficient detail about methodology as well as results. The decision on acceptance of papers
for oral presentation will be taken on 19th September 2017, and all who submitted an abstract will be
contacted soon after this, with an invitation to the successful applicants to speak at the conference. As
usual, we will ask presenters to prepare a paper for publication in the proceedings, which are made
available at the conference and at the SVEPM website’s internal member area. The deadline for
proceedings papers is 15th of December 2017. Successful applicants also will be able to submit a paper
for consideration in the SVEPM 2018 special issue of Preventive Veterinary Medicine, with a
submission deadline of 15 January 2018.
Committee: L. Nielsen (President); A. Lindberg (Senior Vice President); M. Brennan (Junior Vice-President);
R. Christley (Honorary Secretary); D. Brodbelt (Honorary Treasurer); M. McIntyre;
F. Calvo-Artavia; G. van Schaik; P. Robinson; A. Viltrop (co-opted);
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For SVEPM 2017 we received 81 abstracts for the 21 available presentation slots in the conference
programme. In addition, two-minute oral poster pitch slots were made available on a first-come-firstserved basis to 25 authors of posters giving some additional time in the spotlight and an opportunity
for all delegates to become aware of the most recent and novel work in our field. In general, the
displayed posters were of a very high standard. We very much value this aspect of the conference and
plan to again offer the poster pitch opportunity and three Avia-GIS sponsored cash prizes for the bestjudged posters in 2018. The Scotland’s Rural College prize for the best oral presentation of early
career researchers will also be awarded again at SVEPM 2018, and up to three conference bursaries
will be granted.
I wish you all an enjoyable summer and hope that you will join us at the 2018 conference, whether it is
for the first time or as part of your annual tradition.

Best wishes,
Liza Rosenbaum Nielsen
SVEPM President
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